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Who among mortals does not know the one who shared his bed with Zeus, the Argive Amphitryon? Alcaeus was his sire,
From Perseus sprung, and Heracles his son.
He held his seat in Thebes, where from the earth
Up rose the dragon race, of which race [genos] only a few five.


Lines in Sophocles
“I will suffer nothing as great as death without glory.”
And you and I will also be killed. These children here, too, Heracles’ sons! Look at them! They are huddled under my wings, like chicks protected by their mother! These children too, will be killed!
Poor things!
They keep asking me, “mummy, where has daddy gone?” or “what’s he doing?” or “when is he coming back?”


            Based on the above passage from the Euripides, it’s evident that Heracles is destined to triumph in greatness and nothing less. He is destined to greatness, he displays a lot of selflessness, ambition and extreme sacrifice when he decides to leave his wailing wife Deinara and his son back home to go into war. He has a choice of priority and he chooses the job over the family. This leaves the wife wondering and in emotional pain. Deianeira feels like she is alone and that the married life is not her cup of coffee. After her husband goes to war she is left alone and worried. They are threatened by the king slayer Lycus. They live in fear because they lack power, protection and pride. All that matters to Heracles is nothing short of glory, he wants to achieve and as seen in the play he will stop at nothing to get to where he is headed to.
           In Sophocles play, Deianeira, Heracles wife is having a hard time staying married. This is clear with her lamentations of how she is treated by the husband. She is not happy about the way Heracles has neglected the family and this she clearly shows by explaining to their child how the father may never return or live a long happier life. Heracles is hell bent on achieving glory and hubris in his own favor.  The symbolism that is shown in this play is clear when Deianeira awaits the return of Heracles to their temporary home in Trachis. A lot of themes are reflected in this line of Sophocles play. Hyllus goes in such of his father who is out to fight for pride, power, honor and glory in the end. Heracles wife goes through desperate times alone, neglected and loneliness. To her it’s like Heracles’s love for her is fading away. Heracles chooses the job over his family simply because he wants a legacy, he wants triumph. This is clearly laid out in both plays.

